
 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

Universal City, Texas 
We serve Jesus Christ as a community rich in the Episcopal tradition  

by welcoming the seeker, providing a caring family, encouraging spiritual growth, 

and reaching into our neighborhood and world. 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 14, 2023 

9:00 A.M.  
 

This is the House of God! We invite you to be reverent, thoughtful, and silent. In the course of the 

service give yourself in worship and speak to the Lord God Almighty; be open to and listening for 

what He might say to you in return. After the service greet with joy your fellows. 

Guests: Thank you for worshipping at St. Matthew’s.  

We invite you to participate in the worship to the extent you feel comfortable.  

The page numbers referenced in this bulletin refer to the books in the pew:  

the black Book of Common Prayer and the blue Hymnal 1982. 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

Welcome and Announcements 

THE WORD OF GOD                                            BCP 355  

Hymn #405                                    All things bright and beautiful 

All standing, the Celebrant says 

 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The following is sung, all standing (S 277) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
  we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
  you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
  with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 
things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

All sit. 

The Reading                                                Acts 17:22-31 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 

the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 

unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 

God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and 

all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 

allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they 

would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 

him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move 

and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his 

offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.  
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While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 

world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has 

given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

All remained seated. 

Psalm 66:7-18  Jubilate Deo 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and water; * 

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 

and will pay you my vows, * 

which I promised with my lips 

and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 

with the smoke of rams; * 

I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 

and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 

the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 

he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

nor withheld his love from me. 
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Second Reading                                   1 Peter 3:13-22 

A Reading from the First letter of Peter. 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do 
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not 
be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 
your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 
when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may 
be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's 
will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 
and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 
him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn # 512 (verses 1-2)         Come, Gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove 

All stand. 

Holy Gospel John 14:15-21 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus said,” If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father,  
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know  
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” I will not leave you orphaned;  
I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see  
me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father,  
and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are  
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love  
them and reveal myself to them.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sequence Hymn # 512 (verses 3-4)      Come, Gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove 



5 

Sermon                                       The Reverend Chuck Woehler 

A time of silence for reflection and prayer will follow the sermon. 

Nicene Creed 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People (Form VI)                      BCP 392 

All remain standing or kneel. Additional prayer needs may be offered aloud during the period of silence. 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; for Joe, our President; the Congress; 
Greg, our Governor; the men and women of the Armed Forces, especially those 
deployed, including David, Daniel, John, and Dennis; and wisdom for the leaders of 
all nations; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
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For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; for the Church of the Province of West 
Africa; Church of the Good Shepherd, Corpus Christi; Church of the Good Shepherd, 
George West; St. Matthew’s; Christ Church; Hamilton Family; and our Vestry; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; David & Rayford, 
our Bishops; David, our Bishop Elect; Jim & Gary, our retired Bishops; Fr. Tim, our 
retired Priest; Fr. Chuck & Fr. Craig; and Pastor Luke; and for all bishops and other 
ministers;  

For all who serve God in his Church. 

Silence 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray for Kirsten, Shawn, 
The Members of St. Matthew’s, Lynn, Kathyrn, Lisa, Elmer, Eric & Cleckler 
Family, Jessica, Virginia, Gloria, Elicia, Megan, Casey, Marsha, Nancy & Family, 
Perez Family, Dennis, Burns Family, Jimenez Family, Edward, Noemi, Webb 
Family, Betsy, John T., Erica, Campbell Family, Jeff, Lathan Family, Carl, Freese 
Family, Ellis Family, Christie, Graf Family, Susan & Sean, Mark, Wayne, Arlene, 
RB, Elsie & Children, Ross, John S., Becky, Davis Family, Sherri, Schneider 
Family, Nathanael, Olive, Jarrod & Jackie, Laura, Louise, and Sam ; 

Silence 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide    
the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a 
faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We give thanks for Noah, Zion & 
Baby, and Dorothy;  

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
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We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. We 
pray especially for Dick Hagenlocker, Christie Ann Hester, Chris Nicholson, Rev. 
Mike Davis, and Bob Schneider; 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

Peace 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

BIRTHDAY PRAYER: O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, 
on your servant N. as he begins another year. Grant that he may grow in wisdom and 
grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ANNIVERSARY PRAYER: O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage 
that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore 
your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each 
other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be 
a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Flowers were given by Rick & Cheri Creekmore in honor of Gloria Harter and Ceil 
Creekmore. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

All Stand. The service will continue with the offertory sentences. 

The Doxology                    (Hymn #380 verse 3) 

Celebrant and People 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A) 

The people remain seated. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has 
taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to 
life again he has won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (Hymnal S-124) 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel.  
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the 
cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 
AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

  



10 

The Breaking of the Bread (BCP p. 364) 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion in 
God’s Table. 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any time to 
express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which 
circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. The following 
prayer may be said by those who desire to receive communion spiritually: 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite 
myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.                     
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sending Forth Lay Eucharistic Visitors  

Priest  In the name of this congregation I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, 
that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 
body and blood. 

People We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

Anointing of the Prayer Minister 

Blessing 

The priest blesses the people, saying the following or another blessing 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with  
you always. Amen. 
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Hymn #514                            To thee, O Comforter divine 

Dismissal 

Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Announcements 

 No Adult Sunday School Today! 
 There will be choir rehearsal immediately after service today! 

 Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers. We will be having our annual Muffins for 
Moms immediately after service.  

 Special Offering for Mother’s Day: Today, we will have the opportunity to once 
again to honor our mothers or women who have been of significant influence in our 
lives through a special offering in their honor or memory. This year, in honor of 
Mother's Day and in celebration of the 25th Anniversary of the World Missions 
Department, donations will go towards building a one room cinder block house for a 
widow and her children in Guatemala. In addition, through the Mother’s Day 
Offering, and other giving opportunities, World Missions’ goal is build the home and 
include solar lights, water filter and bucket, a pila for water collection and washing, an 
ONIL block stove, basic family staples, and other items. 

 May Dining Out: Join us on the 25th of May at Salsalitos, 14535 Nacogdoches Rd., 
in San Antonio, 6:30PM. Please RSVP by May 23rd to Terry & Diane or by calling the 
office at (210)658-5956. Hope to see you there. 

 “The RACAP School Supplies Program” will continue until the middle of June.  
RACAP provides basic school supply packets to school-age children who apply for 
them. Please consider donating these school supply packets for Elementary School 
and Middle/Junior/ High School. There are sample packets in Creasy Hall. Also, 
there are flyers posted with more information and lists of supplies. Snap a picture of 
the flyer if you need the list. (saving on paper and printing), Thank you for helping us 
help others. In addition, RACAP is in desperate need of the Following: Shampoo, 
Toothpaste, Feminine Hygiene Pads, Bars of Soap, Dish Soap, and Laundry 
Soap. As always, your support is greatly appreciated.    

 A Prayer Minister will be available immediately following the service at the far end 
of the first pew in the choir section for anointing and prayers for anyone who has a 
special need. 

Giving to St. Matthew’s Church: 

 Make checks Payable to: St Matthew's Episcopal Church.  

 1. Cash or checks placed in the offering receptacle before or after the worship services. 

 2. Mail to: St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, 810 Kitty Hawk Rd. Universal City, TX 78148. 

 3. Use your Credit Union or Bank's ability to send periodic checks to the 
church; this is especially useful for fulfilling your annual pledge. 

 4. Use the QR Code to donate through VANCO. 
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THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION 

The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin Welby 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
The Most Reverend Michael Curry 

Presiding Bishop 
 

THE DIOCESE OF WEST TEXAS 

The Right Reverend David M. Reed 

Bishop of West Texas 

Rt. Rev. Rayford B. High, Jr. Assistant Bishop 

Diocesan website: www.dwtx.org 

 

ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH 

810 Kitty Hawk Road | Post Office Box 2337 

Universal City, Texas 78148 

Church Office phone 210-658-5956 

Website: www.stmatts-uc.org | Facebook.com/stmattuc  

Parish Secretary: Lisa Weatherspoon |E-mail: office@stmatts-uc.org 

Rector: The Reverend Chuck Woehler - Interim  

 

THE PARISH VESTRY 

If you have any questions or concerns, please talk to a Vestry member. 

Shawn Cooksey ‘23, Senior Warden 

Wayne Mudge ‘23, Jayne Dunlap ‘24 

 Maribeth Likins ‘24, Susan Walker ‘24 

Janet Clere ’25, Richard Guerrero ‘25 

 (The end of a member’s term is indicated by the year) 
 

http://www.dwtx.org/
http://www.stmatts-uc.org/

