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Matt’s Missive 
October 2023 

Priest’s Point of View 

All Saints’ Day 

November 1st is known in the Church as All Saints’ Day, and as it suggests is a day to 

commemorate, remember, honor, and give thanks for all the saints throughout history, 

known and unknown. The word saint comes from the Latin ‘sanctus’ which corresponds with 

the Greek ‘hagios,’ both of which mean ‘set apart for a purpose’. The saints were/are people 

who have been set apart by God to honor and glorify Him in word and deed. Some of Paul’s 

Epistles are addressed to the saints or to those called to be saints in the various churches he 

is writing. By receiving the Holy Spirit and proclaiming Jesus as the Christ they have been 

set apart to grow God's kingdom. This would include us.  

The word saint is now usually associated with those who have truly manifested the power of 

the Holy Spirit by selflessness and sacrifice, often to the point of death. We think of Paul and 

Peter, all the Apostles and early Christians who were martyred for their faith. Also, the great 

scholars and theologians who helped articulate the faith, and those whose great mercy and 

compassion encouraged, comforted, and blessed others. 

We all probably have people in our lives who have been saints to us, guiding us and drawing 

us nearer to God and who He would have us be. My Uncle Matt and my mom were definitely 

in that category. Some of the Rectors of St. Luke’s here in San Antonio are in that group. The 

men of St. Luke’s who mentored me after my father died. Innumerable friends through the 

years who have shared my journey and loved me in spite of myself.    

Genesis 12:2 says that God blessed Abraham so that he would be a blessing to others. That is 

a saint. One who has been blessed, set apart by God, in order to bless others. This All Saints’ 

Day let us give thanks for our blessings and pass them on to others.    

God bless you and those you love. 

Fr. Chuck 

Our Mission:  We serve Jesus Christ as a community rich in the Episcopal tradition by welcoming the seeker, providing a    

caring family, encouraging spiritual growth, and reaching into our neighborhood and world.  

PLEASE JOIN US! 

Dining Out on Thursday, October 26th, at 6:30 p.m. 

Shang-Hai Chinese Restaurant 

2935 Pat Booker Rd. #130, Universal City, TX 78148 

RSVP by October 24th to Maribeth Likins or Arlene Stalvey 
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Market Day Thanks 

By Liz Sampson 

Another successful Market Day is behind us, and it was a great day. We raised $4,042. Many 

thanks to all the volunteers who helped in the week before to get the rooms cleared, spaces 

marked, and tables and chairs moved. A special thanks to Melissa and her crew for preparing 

and selling the wonderful breakfast items and arranging for the food trucks. We will do it 

again next year. Thanks again for all the support. It takes a village.... 

Parish Hall is ready for 

the vendors to set up. 

Tables set up in the 

courtyard to rest and enjoy 

breakfast items we sold as 

well as the  refreshments 

from the food trucks. 

Just three of the many 

volunteers who helped to 

make this event a success: 

Wayne Mudge, Ben McClain, 

& Liam Evans. 
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2023 Stewardship Program 
By Wayne Mudge 

St. Matthew’s 2023 Stewardship Program officially kicks-off on November 12, 2023 and will 

continue through December 3, 2023. Our campaign theme is Rooted In Abundance.   

“Our generosity is informed by the simple theological truth that God 

has blessed us infinitely with all of the gifts of Creation. Our lives, 

our labor, our love is devoted to the mission of the Church when we 

take stock and realize that our lives and our response to God’s 

generosity are Rooted in Abundance.” 

Our schedule for this year will be: 

November 12:  Rooted In Abundance SUNDAY – with a short stewardship presentation at 

both services. 

November 19:  TESTIMONY SUNDAY – voluntary testimony about stewardship to be 

shared. 

November 26:  GENEROSITY SUNDAY – estimate of giving cards for 2023 will be available 

for completion in the parish hall after the service. 

December 3:  GRATITUDE AND BLESSINGS SUNDAY – completed estimate of giving 

cards to be blessed during the services. 

You will receive more information when our campaign kicks off in November. I ask that you 

pray with us as we launch our annual stewardship program, reflecting on your blessings and 

gratitude and also considering how you, with God’s help, will share the time, treasure, and 

talents you have been given.  

Our Precious Hymns 
By Janet Clere 

Like many of the older hymns, RISE UP, O MEN OF GOD has been 

criticized for being aimed only at the men of God, and not the women 

of God.  The wording was changed to Rise up, Ye Saints of God in 

many hymnals, including ours.   This was wrong in the case of this 

particular hymn, because William Merrill was speaking to challenge 

the men!  Women had several Christian clubs and organizations, but 

the men’s groups were pseudo-Christian, at best; more like fraternal 

brotherhoods.  There were no Christian groups to rival these, so 

Merrill sent a message full of exclamation points and military 

sounding commands.  Today the message is for all of us, male and 

female, for we are called to be soldiers, not simply passive recipients of God's blessings.  

Think on this as you sing it out: is your Christian life strictly Sunday services, or do you 

spend some time during the week with like-minded Christians? 



 4 

Hospitality Notes 
By Melissa Mudge 

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in 

brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 

spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. (Romans 12:9-13)  

Many Thanks 

Thank you, people of St. Matthew’s, for the support and contributions for the work you do to 

take care of the physical needs of our church. Even though they are just buildings, these 

structures provide shelter and a background for our worship and fellowship. The walls hold 

us together and soak up the love we have for each other and for those outside our doors. If 

walls could talk … there would be so much to say about St. Matthew’s Market Day. It seemed 

to be a fun, worth the effort, and exhausting day all in one. Good job team-planners, workers, 

shoppers, and encouragers!!!  Thank you!!! 

Then rounding out the weekend with delicious breakfast prepared by Greg and Kathy 

Coolidge. You are the best!!! 

On-Going Hospitality 

 Morning Coffee Fellowship after each Sunday Service. For the first service (8:00), 

morning coffee and snacks will be ready about 8:45. For the second service (10:00) coffee 

and snacks will be ready about 10:45. Thanks to new host families, we have been able to 

revise the schedule for two services. A few more volunteers would help spread the rotation 

to one time per month. 

 Hospitality Committee – Volunteers are needed to prepare food, set up, serve, and clean-

up at some of our church related activities. If you would like to be “hospitality on call,” 

please let me know.  

Give it – To Go 

Please pick up a bag to give away to someone who needs it. These bags can travel in your car 

and then be given as you like. 

Finished bags are available in Creasy Hall with a water bottle, snacks, a wash cloth, soap, 

toothbrush, toothpaste, and black socks. It’s hot out there—so add extra water. 

There is room to add anything else, such as: long sleeved tee shirt/sweatshirt, sunscreen, 

feminine hygiene products, an additional pair of socks, or a gift card to a fast-food 

establishment. The person to whom you might give this bag is experiencing difficult times 

and has limited resources, so think about portability.   

Items needed at this time include deodorant, small shampoo/conditioner, body lotion, and 

sunscreen. No hotel samples please, not much product and too much trash. Please start 

collecting sturdy carry all bags, we are almost out. Thanks so much. 

(Continued on next page) 



 5 

Hospitality Notes (Continued) 

Special Events 

 Now Through November 2nd—Celebrating Our Saints—Please bring pictures and 

mementos of those who have been influential in your life. Be the things you loved the 

most about the people who are gone.  

 November 5, 2023—RACAP Holiday Food Pantry Collection items will be gathered up 

and readied for delivery for Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for families needing 

some support. Members of St. Matthew’s will share a soup and salad luncheon that day 

following the 10:00 service. Sign-up sheet available is available in the narthex. 

 December 3, 2023—Tamales and Trimmings—Pot-luck luncheon and deck the (Parish) 

Hall.  

Military Outreach Ministry 

By AGCS Arlene Stalvey, USN (ret) 

Originally called Armistice Day (eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month) in 

1919 at the conclusion of World War I, this official government holiday was changed in 1954 

to Veterans Day to additionally honor casualties of World War II and the Korean War and 

ALL American veterans of ALL wars fought by our country. So, God Bless ALL of St. 

Matthew's veterans who have, or are serving, in the US military. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the many military men and women of our country. 

We remember especially those who were wounded or gave their lives, 

here or abroad, in continued defense of our freedoms. 

Defend them every day with your merciful grace; 

strengthen them, and give them the courage to face the perils thrust upon them; 

and deliver these men and women a sense of your abiding presence, 

that wherever they are, they know in their hearts and minds that you are with them. 

This we ask through the name of our Savior, Jesus. AMEN  

November Birthdays 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. (Romans 15:13) 

 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In 

all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 

joy.” (Philippians 1:3-4) 
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Vestry Notes 
By Shawn Cooksey 

The vestry met on October 17th in Creasy Hall. The next meeting is November 21, 2023.  

Approved Projects Which Require Funding (Any amounts appreciated) 

> New Drip Irrigation for Memorial Garden ($5,676) 

> New shed (approximately $10,000-$14,000) 

> LED sign 

Donations for the above projects or general support may be made online at https://

onrealm.org/stmattsuc/give/now or you may find more information about donating on our 

web page here. We are grateful for all donations. 

 

The Transition/Search Process 
By Diane Woods 

The search is going well and we are prayerfully optimistic that an announcement will be 

coming soon. Please continue to pray for the search committee and the candidates.  

Announcements 

Diocesan Immigration & Refugee Ministries 

has issued an urgent request for baby 

clothing, bottles, infant formula, other 

supplies, and volunteers for the Plaza de 

Paz Respite Center in response to 

increasing numbers of families with 

toddlers and babies at the center. New and 

gently used infant and toddler clothing 

(sizes Preemie to 4T) can be delivered to the 

Bishop Jones Center. Needed items may 

also be purchased through their Amazon 

List and Walmart List. The delivery 

address is:  Plaza de Paz, 111 Torcido Dr., 

San Antonio, TX 78209-5642. Click here to 

contact Flor Saldivar, Director of 

Immigration Ministries, for more 

information and to volunteer. 

Blessing of the Animals 

Susan Brown brought her Mr. Spencer in 

on October 2nd to be blessed by Fr. Chuck. 

https://onrealm.org/stmattsuc/give/now
https://onrealm.org/stmattsuc/give/now
http://stmatts-uc.org/donate.html
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2JVLH355HGCLX/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2JVLH355HGCLX/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.walmart.com/lists/shared/WL/b0ab11ff-c1db-40e2-85b6-f7fdc7941faf
mailto:immigration@dwtx.org
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RACAP NEWS 
by: Kathy Ercoline 

St. Matthew’s Harvest Sunday with Soup and Salad luncheon is scheduled for 

November 5th. The Harvest Sunday contributions will go toward filling the RACAP 

holiday meal baskets for the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. Please take a list (or 

take a picture of the list) of needed food items found on the table in the narthex to help you 

when you are shopping for your donations. 

On Harvest Sunday we will present food items and/or cash at the altar during both services. 

The cash donations will be used to purchase turkeys and perishable food items that are 

added to the baskets when they are distributed. 

Immediately after the 10:00 service on Harvest Sunday, we will meet in Creasy Hall for our 

soup and salad luncheon. There is a sign-up sheet on the table to bring soup, salad, or rolls to 

share. Dessert will be provided. Looking forward to food and fellowship.  

Current Pantry Needs 

 Canned Beans Canned Pasta Meals Mac n Cheese 

 Dry Rice (1lb bags) Canned Tomato Products Jelly 

 Jello Canned Fruit Shampoo 

 Conditioner Toothpaste Dish Detergent   

 Laundry Detergent  

PRAYERS PLEASE: 

Keep RACAP’s Program Director, Lisa Loftus,  in your prayers  as she continues to heal 

from recent surgery and post-surgical complications. She is happy to be home and is 

looking forward to the time when she will be back serving clients at RACAP. 

A NOTE OF THANKS FROM Kathy Stone, RACAP Assistant Program Director: 

“We have seen a drastic increase in the number of people reaching out to us for 

assistance. With the economy fluctuating, more folks than ever need help with rent, 

utilities, and food. We are blessed to live in a very giving community that gives us the 

ability to assist as many people as we do each month. Our clients are very thankful that 

we are here and that we continue to provide services that other agencies cannot provide. 

Thank you for donating to RACAP and keeping us in business for over 40 years!” 

 

 

St. Matthew’s food and cash contributions are 

very important to RACAP. Every donation is 

needed and appreciated! 

  

“Thank you for helping us help others.” 

September 2023 Pantry Assistance 

# of Families assisted: 147 

# of People assisted: 377 

# of Pantry Visits: 99 

# of People fed: 250 

Estimated value of food given: $21,878 
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Happenings Around 

The Diocese 

18th Annual Bishop's Golf Classic: 

November 3 at Canyon Springs Golf Club in 

San Antonio. Spend a day on the green to 

help our camping programs continue 

fostering transformative experiences of the 

Body of Christ at camp. 

52nd Annual Diocesan Silent Retreat: 

November 9 – 12, at Mustang Island 

Conference Center. The Rev. Nancy 

Springer, Associate Rector of St. Francis, 

Canyon Lake, will serve as the Retreat 

Conductor. The weekend is anchored in 

praying the Daily Offices together, personal 

reflection, and enriched by the conductor’s 

meditations. Abundant free time will be 

afforded to encourage solitary reflection, 

deep rest and renewal. 

Cursillo #290: November 9-13 at Camp 

Capers. Cindy Erickson from St. Helena's, 

Boerne will serve as the lay rector and the 

Rev. Nancy Coon will serve 

as spiritual director with assistance from 

the Rev. Chris Roque and the Rev. Sam 

Hunnicutt. This "short course" in Christian 

life is a four-day retreat for adults that 

aims to create disciples empowered and 

strengthened through prayer, sacraments, 

study, and community. 

Camp Capers Mid-Winter Camps I, II, 

and III: January 2024. Registration is open 

for Mid-Winter Camps at Camps Capers, 

the first three weekends of January 2024. 

Mid-Winter Camps are opportunities to 

recharge midway through the school year, 

reuniting with camp friends and making 

new ones, while growing and learning in 

faith. 

You can find more information and 

registration on these and other events at 

https://www.dwtx.org/events  

          From the Blog 

The Nominating Committee of the 

Diocese Seeks Clergy and Lay 

Nominees for Elected Offices to be 

Filled at Council 2024 

Nominations for diocesan offices elected at 

Council are open now through November 

3. The Rev. Jay George and Mr. Ross 

Rommel, Nominating Committee Co-Chairs 

share, "The importance of filling our 

elective slates with committed, qualified, 

and dedicated nominees cannot be 

overstated. By standing for election you are 

serving the Diocese in a very meaningful, 

and essential manner." Click here to read 

the full letter and complete the form online 

no later than November 3. Read more here. 

 

 

From The Episcopal Church 

Presiding Bishop Michael 

Curry’s medical team has released him 

from the hospital following his Sept. 20 

surgery and post-operative recovery. 

He is home and will continue to rest and 

receive physical and occupational therapy. 

Bishop Curry expects to resume domestic 

travel in November on a moderately 

reduced schedule. Click here to read more. 

The 2022 Parochial Report for The 

Episcopal Church is available online 

now. The report shows signs of rebounding 

attendance, while acknowledging ongoing 

challenges. It notes that collective 

congregational giving remains steady. Click 

here to read more. 

The submission DEADLINE for the 

Missive is the 15th of the month. Any late 

submissions will be in the next month’s 

issue. 

https://www.dwtx.org/events
https://www.dwtx.org/blog/the-nominating-committee-of-the-diocese-seeks-clergy-and-lay-nominees-for-elected-offices-to-be-filled-at-council-2024
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/publicaffairs/health-update-on-presiding-bishop-michael-curry/?mc_cid=3375d01c81&mc_eid=31232bda91
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/publicaffairs/episcopal-church-2022-parochial-report-data-now-available/
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   

 

 1 

HOME 

10am-3:30pm 
(CH, C, CEB) 

 

Eucharist 

11am (ARC) 
 

Bible Study 
6:30pm (L) 

 

 

2 
AA Meeting 
8-9pm (CH) 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
Harvest Sunday 

Worship 

8 & 10am (C) 
       

Sunday School 
9:15am (L)   

        

Soup & Salad 

Potluck 

11am (CH) 
 

Kiwanis 
5-6pm (CH) 

6 
Staff Meeting 

9am (L) 
 

Prayer Meeting 
12pm (L) 

 

AA Meeting 
8-9pm (CH) 

7 

 

8 

HOME 

10am-3:30pm 
(CH, C, CEB) 

 

Eucharist 

11am (ARC) 
 

 

 

9 
AA Meeting 
8-9pm (CH) 

10 
 

11 
 

12 

Worship 
8 & 10am (C) 

      

Sunday School 
9:15am (L) 

      

Kiwanis 
5-6pm (CH) 

       

13 
Staff Meeting 

9am (L) 
 

Prayer Meeting 
12pm (L) 

 

AA Meeting 
8-9pm (CH) 

14 
 

15 
HOME 

10am-3:30pm 
(CH, C, CEB) 

 

Eucharist 

11am (ARC) 
 

 

16 
AA Meeting 
8-9pm (CH) 

17 
 

18 

 

19 
Worship 

8 & 10am (C) 
         

Sunday School 
9:15am (L) 

    

20 
Staff Meeting 

9am (L) 
 

Prayer Meeting 
12pm (L) 

 

AA Meeting 
8-9pm (CH) 

21 
Vestry Meeting 
6:30pm (CH) 

 

22 

HOME 

10am-3:30pm 
(CH, C, VEB) 

 

Eucharist 

11am (ARC) 
 

 

 

23 
Office Closed 

 

AA Meeting 
8-9pm (CH) 

24 
Office Closed 

 

25 
 

26 
Worship 

8 & 10am (C) 
         

Sunday School 
9:15am (L) 

    

27 
Staff Meeting 

9am (L) 
 

Prayer Meeting 
12pm (L) 

 

AA Meeting 
8-9pm (CH) 

28 
 

29 

HOME 

10am-3:30pm 
(CH, C, VEB) 

 

Eucharist 

11am (ARC) 

30 
AA Meeting 
8-9pm (CH) 

  

C – Church; CH – Creasy Hall; VEB – Vellom Ed Building; L – Library 

ARC – Army Residence Community 
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NOVEMBER 2023 SUNDAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

 

ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

810 Kitty Hawk Road, Universal City, Texas 78148 

210-658-5956              www.stmatts-uc.org 

AUGUST 2023 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on 

your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 

choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful 

pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our 

ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

http://stmatts-uc.org/

